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INTRODUCTION. 


HE preſent letters were Writ- 
ten on the eve of the late 
revolution in France : they are not, 
however, confined to political fab 
jets. Their object is oddly 
to paint the manners of the Pariſians,. 
and the picture appears to be a like 
neſs, if a likeneſs can really be taken 
of a capricious and volatile people 
whoſe 
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before his arrival at Paris, it is con- 
ſequently leſs intereſting, and et 
conformable to the title of the work 
than the ſubſequent letters. FEI 
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of the Palais 
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| ehen oblong ſquare, planted 


middle. It is feared that, ers long 
de dampneſs will occaſion the deftruc- 

tion of this building: which gives 
ſhall conſole themſelves for its loſs. It 
ina place more ſpacious : for here 


inſomuch that both the one and the 
other are but imperfektiy ſeen. Strube 
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There is not a quarter in Paris that 
does not look upon the Palais Regal 


LE 


FD... % * "I | ö 
„ : 
tal. Any body 
in 


. 
— . that 
1 | * nh 6 
. who 1 
| but 
, Ky 


FT oe... 


bb3< 1442 44.6 nh 
6 I x 
— . 
* 


*. 


( no )) 


thus with us, my dear Glazir : the or- 
_ dinances of the 1cgiſldture are faith- 
fully obſerved : and what glory could 
Gan warp which « wank: mental owes 
to the Supreme Being ? If we are ſub- 
40 acknowletlge his dominion! He 
' ality, not being able to vie with the 


_ he depth of the ſeas, which Ganuor be 
ch 1 * ſounded, 


who is bounded by the - 
rivers, and the ſteepneſi of rocks, how - 
dare we inſult that reaſon which hum- 
bles itſelf before the author of nature, 
and acknowledges his infinite peifec- 
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| To Pariwmrra. 


F my refidence at Paris ſhould con- 
unue to beatify my ſoul and my ſenſes, 
us ir hath hitherto done, I fear that the 
Seine will poſſefs in my mind the place 
which is now occupied by the Ganges : 
and chat it will appear, in my eyes, like 
- that ſacred river. Upon its banks 1 
fee the moſt © 


if I had the command of nature, ſhould 


ful vitla, fituated on the banks of this 


* 


moſt 


: 


waters, do not, I conjure thee, do 


employed to make them robuſt, they 


- 


 xepoe is ofien delayed till midnight, | 
and cheir ſupper entirely retrenched. 


Wich reſpe& to morals, ſcarce have 
they the uſe of their reaſon before their 
attention is directed to toys and baw> | 
bles. The firſt words they are taught 
t pronounce are the moſt frivolous of 
far greater number of children, edu- 
ened at Paris, have leſs. energy than 
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ſignalizing themſelves in battle. Em- 
brace our dear children, and, with thy 
ſouls the firſt fruits of courage and of 
virtue. May they, one day, be wor- 


thy of ſerving their country, and zea- 


1 


an archbiſhop, was inveſted with glit- 


(„ b 
to be matched with the ſplendour 'of 


Our ambaſſadors have aſſiſted at 2 
the ſenſes, and holds them in veners- | 
worſhip. During the courſe of this 


life, men are powerfully governed by 
their ſenſes; nor can they ſo effectually 
nion 
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nion of them, * 
God, hs is « pure ſpirit. Duni 
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ie cio crery queſtion peek: 
tical. Inftcad of perſuading by irre- 
tation os auction, till we loſe 
is Gerd of eats wati:t6 th 
they pretend to inſtruct us. I dictate, 
candidates who are my ſcholars: and if 


| <0 25 ) 
to Afabek. Is he at China, whither he 
promiſed to go? But what can he do 
ncommunicative ſolleanels baniſhes all 
— 


Farewel ! Be always thyſelf: for (o 
— — 
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LETTER v. 


To Grazir. 


THe dead ure buried here in a fin- 
gular manner. Although the deceaſed | 
neither hears nor ſees, his funeral is 
accompanied with the thundering of 
bells, and all the flambeaux that can 
be collected. I ſpeak of the interment 
of the rich, for the poor can hardly 
find a corner of the earth, in which to 
lay their bones. 


MD 
The folly of priefts, and the vanity 
of friends, have rendered theſe obſe- 
quies mere objects of curioſity. People 
flock to them in crowds, and conſider 
It is thus 


chat we ſee generations paſſing away 


them as amuſing ſpectacles. 


without thinking that we are, our- 
ſelves, ſubject to the ſame viciſſitudes. 
The dead are not here interred till 
twenty-four hours after their deceale ; 
but, no ſooner is that time expired 
than they are rolled up, and ſuffo- 


cated, as it were, in woollen cloths. 


* Ordinances are more eaſily eluded in - 


Paris than in any othcr city in the 
world, becauſe they are more habi- 
tual ! 


Cs If 
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If thy ſoul be always at my car, as | 
thou haſt aſſured me it is, thou often 
heareſt my heart beat as an echo to 


cur friendihip. 


— 
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LETTER VI. 


To GLazir. 


called Engliſh, are flagrant proofs of 
the extravagancy of the times. Hills 
and mountains are overturned, to 
make way for petty bridges, petty al- 
leys, petty meadows, and petty rivers. 
| Theſe are excellent gardens for a miſ- 
anthropiſt who loves to walk alone, 
but equally inſipid and incommodious 
for a ſociable mortal, who had much 
Wy rather 
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Ruins, likewiſe, preſent themſelves 
too frequently to our view. Time alone 
will effect their increaſe, without our 
anticipating his rigours. The decays 
of art and nature were never pleaſing 
ſpectacles to a thinking being. We 
| admire indeed the remains of a noble 1 
edifice which has been reduced to diſ- 
order by the warring elements, and a 
| ſucceſſion of years; but we regard as 
deſpicable puerifities, thoſe artificial 
| ruins which boaſt no higher antiquity 
- than that of a month, or a day. 


What 


(8:3 

« What 2 charming place, faid- a 
little miſs, to her mamma, when ſhe firſt 
beheld an Engliſh garden,----it will 
make an excellent promienade for my 
little lap-dog.” 


I ſhould be obliged to renounce the 
pleaſure of having thee by my fide, if 
our gardens were like the gardens or 
the Engliſh. But to have ſeen them is | 
enough to diſguſt a reaſonable man. 
| High walls and houſes are overturned, 
and ruins ſubſtituted in their places; 
and even cheſe ridiculous buildings are 
clothed in the garb of antiquity :=a 
ſtriking contraſt in the manners of the 
French, who in every thing they un- 
| C 4 dertake, 
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dertake, affe& an air of gaiety and 
novelty ! 


In Paris, more particularly, follics 
of this kind are fo ffequent that 1 
could write volumes upon the ſul ject. 
Characteriſtic levity produces this cf- 
fea... They employ a phyſician whom 
they know to be ignorant of his pro- 
fefſion : they diſcard a miniſter while 
they are loading him with honours: 
they profeſs a religion which they ridi- 
_ culle-in broad day-light: they undo, at 
night, what they have done in the 
morning: they laugh at the ſingulari- 
tits of the Engliſh, yet they adopt thoſe. 
very ſingularities 
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LETTER VII. 


To GLAzir. 


bought. Conſcience is a word char 
aflifts fraud and knavery, but brings 
bigotry into diſgrace. I was twice taker 
by ſurpriſe in this ambuſcade, and 
ſhould have been duped a third time, 
had I not been warned by my friends 
of the impending danger. A cauſe of 

Cs the 
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point of marriage, bought goods to the 
amount of twenty thouſand francs, of 
a "merchant who had the credit of 
being the moſt religions man living. 
After having truck the bargain, he 
cauſed the merchandiſe to be eſtimated, 
thinking he had made an excellent 
bargain. The whole, however, was 
valued at ſeven thouſand francs. Two 
or three unintereſted perſons confirm- 
ed the valuation, and the merchant loſt 
his trial, becauſe he ſold too conſcien- 
tiouſly. 


This affair, without doubt, was well 
- judged, but thy caſe is not always ſo, 


is 


(-W-3 
28 I have, by mere accident, been in- 
formed. I was ſeated at the Palais 
Royal, when an agreeable rencounter 
brought me acquainted with an inte- 
had lately arrived from a diſtant part of 
the kingdom, to ſolicit the judges to 
be favourable to her, in an affair of 
licit appeared, to me, to be incompa- 


tible with juſtice. Her only requeſt, 


ſhe ſaid, was, that the judges would be 
pleaſed to accelerate judgement —But 
ſurely all cauſes have a juſt claim to be 
tried according to their ſtate of prior: 

ty. The humour or caprice of dg 
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magiſtrate has no right whatſoever ci- 
ther to retard or advance them. 


The French | may call our Indian 
manners barbarous, if they will, but, 
among us, they would not find ſuch a 
licence for the granting of favours. Af- 
ter waiting three years for an audience, 
the lady faid to me, with tears in her 
eyes, Is it poſſible that you, who 


are called a race of ſavages, can ſuffer, 


in your country, ſuch acts of injuſtice 
as we, every day, experience? We 
have two dangerous rocks to avoid ;— 


che "REN of our counſellor, ns 
| Be crak of oer auomex. The one re- 


— 


ceives pare of our money for his ſine 


ſpeeches, 


e 
ſpeeches, and the other tricks us out 
: of the reſt with his pleas and demur- 
rers, that drive the poor client to de- 
ſpera ration. | | 15 ; 


Is this, ſaid I, to myſelf, the Pari- 
fan civilization, that is ſo highly ex- 
rolled throughout the world ? Thou 
wouldſt be as much alarmed at theſe” 
evils as I am ; and without doubt thou 
wouldſt agree with me in opinion, that 
it is much better ta be fix thouſand | 
leagues from Paris, notwithſtanding all N 
its attractions, than to remain there, | 
and receive ſuch 3 2 1 
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Phet, is the only place where we ſhall 
enjoy a moſt delicious peace, and 
eternally baniſhed. 
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LETTER VIII. 


To GLAZIR. 


THERE is not a country in the 
world where men's fortunes are more 
diſproportioned than in France. The 
moſt frightful indigence is found cloſe 
by the fide of luxurious opulence,— 
even among the nobility themſclves. 
Theſe prodigies, which are continually 
changing ſides, under a government 
like that of France, proceed from di- 
fiributive juſtice being neglected, in 


( 49) 3 
order to render a junto the arbitrators . 
of rewards -a ſet of intereſted men, 
who give every thing to ſome, and no- 
thing to others. Whoever may be the 
receivers, merit is, of courſe, difre- | 
garded, and ſuffered, to periſh in ob- - 


| The finaxce is another ſpecies of dif-. ; | 
dreſs, inaſmuch as men who are the 
moſt intriguing, or the moſt filly and. 
canfident, paſs, in the twinkling of an 
eye, from indigence to the boſom of 
| luxury. They feait on the pleaſanteſt 
productions of the earth, and drink the 

moſt delicious wines from cups of filver | 


( 8043 
and gold. I ſhall never forget how I 
was ſtruck, when I firſt came within 
foht of Paris, with the beauty f 
the houſes that encircled the city. 
I was curious to learn the quality 
of cheir owners: but thou canſt not 
conceive how great was my ſurpriase 
when, iuſtead of the titles of dukes 
and princes, which I expected to 
hear, I learnt only the names of ob- 
ſcure people. It was in vain to ſearch: 
for theſe In the almanack of nobleſſe: 
I found nothing there that, inthe leaſt, 
reſerabled them. They were a ſet of 
men who, by ſome means or other, 
had gained poſſeſſion of theſe delight- 
ful abodes, bur who boaſted. no other 


<0 4) 
titles but arrogance, and the glory of 
having enriched themſelves at the ex- 
pence of the widow and the orphan. 


I ſighed, and ſaid to myſclf, <* Alas! 
much rather would I poſſeſs the hum- 
ble manſions, and little gardens of the | 
Eaft, than purchaſe theſe ſtately pa- | 
laces at ſuch a price! Adieu. 


LE T- 


as the aſſurance of a ſpeedy recovery to 


(43 ) 
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Grazir to ZA rox. 


Tux letters are as welcome to me 


him who believes himſelf to be on the 
verge of the tomb: and I ſhould be 
embarraſſed to inform thee which has 


received from them the greateſt ſatis- 
faction, —my ſoul or my heart; my 


imagination or my memory. I watch 
thy footſteps, my only friend, while 
thou ſojourneft beyond the clouds and 
FEEL Vapours 
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vapours that have long concealed thee | 
from my view. Were I as nimble as 
. Gault foon foe me in thy | 


Thy wives, thy children, thy ſlaves, 
—all have afumed a new being by 
kifling, 2 thouſand and a thouſand 
times, the letter which thou haſt writ- 


ten to me. So grateful did they find 


its contents that they have almoſt anni- 
| hilated the paper in preſſing it to their 
lips. Theſe are voluptuous enjoyments, 
intended only for ſuperior ſouls. 


Thy obſervations on Paris are equally 


inſtructive and agreeable. Thou writeſt 
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. in dach manner as almoſt to perſuade 
us that we are upon the ſpot. Thy wit 
does not ſavour of the ridiculous affec- 


tation that is diſplayed in the writings 
of the French, which are ſometimes im- 
ported into our dominions. I find, in 
thy letters, the ſolidity that I love, and 
2 conan, ts CUE 29> 
ver to be forgotten. 


Glad am I to find that our ambaſſa- 
- dors are pleaſed with Paris. A differ- 
ence of manners and contraſt of opi- 
perfectly ſatisfied, in the moſt agree- 
wle countries. Every body does not 
think in the ſame manner, nor ſee with 
che 


(46) _ 
the ſame eyes. I am ſure that, of the 
French that have viſited our country, 
the one half has flattered, and the 
other half turned us into ridicule. 
And, indeed, how ſhould it be other- 
| wiſe? The habits and prepoſſeſſions of 
of childhood are terrible things to com- 
bat with, and they are but ſeldom ef- 
fectually conquered. 


I often walk in that little ſolitary 
place where we formerly uſed to read 
che Peruvian Letters. Moments of 
bhich, perhaps, I ſhould have no re- 
collection, if thaw wart ir fo. Gr v0 
moved from me, preſent themſclves 
mceffantly to my imagination. As of- 


'I | ten 
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ten as I look upon thy late habitation, 
1 tremble with apprehenſion! The 
fear of ſeeing thee no more is the cauſe 
of this involuntary trouble. 


Send me all the news that thou art 
able to collect reſpecting the wars of 


the, Ruſhans, Turks, and Auſtrians. 


Is Joſeph, or the Sultan, the conque- 
ror? We can gain no intelligence of 
their combats, but what is extremely 
confuſed, and as difficult to be under- 
ſtood as Milton's battles of the devils 
and angels. 


Every thing here is perfectly calm. 
The Marhattas have always warring 


hearts, 


0.48) 1 
Adieu, my ſoul is in this letter, and | 
it only remains for me to. ſolicit thy 


Thy laſt born promiſes to be a hero, 
already fparkle when we talk to him of 
war; and he told us, the other day, 
that he wiſhed to arrive at the age of 
ſhould be able to Kill all che Mar- 


Lr. 
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TO GLazin. 


SURGERY in Paris is arrived at the 
ſummit of perfection. Our practi- 
tioners cut off an arm, ſaid an elegant 
woman to me the other day, in ſo dex- 
tous a method, that the patient does 
not perceive his loſs. Rather tell me, 
replied 1 laughing, by what method 
the operation may be made to give 
him pleaſure ? 

Vor. I. N Strangers 


S WP 
Strangers run in crowds to learn this 
deed, to have been ſeparated from | 
phyſic. By the practice of furgery, even 
doctors would become more learned: 
for there is more than one phyſician in 
the world who. is entirely ignorant of 
anatomy. Thou would'ſt be aſtoniſhed 
to fee the quantity of inſtruments that | | 
are uſed in chirurgical operations. 1 
have ſatisfied my curioſity on this head, 
by traverſing, with an eye of curioſity, 
the fuperb edifice, in which the fur- 
geons meet together. It is called a 
maſter-picce of architecture. Pity it 
n, however, that this building is muck 
darkened by an adjoining church: but 


4 
almaſt all the ſuperior kind of buildings 
French are ſo niggardly in this parti- 
to ave a morſel of ground. 


The univerſal dread in which ſur- 
through all diſorders, and ſuffered in- 
expreſſible torments. Theſe fears were, 
at firſt, well founded: but ſurgeons 
are now called the ſaviours of the hu- 
man race. Their dexterity in - their 
profeſſion, every day, performs won- 


of 'qperation is leſs painful than the 


diſcaſc. Nevenheleſs, my dear Glazir, 
there is ſcarcely a fingle operation of 
this fort, but what is much to be 
dreaded. Even the opening of a vein, 
or the drawing of a tooth, although 
5 ſo often practiſed, is ſubject to the moſt 
rerrible effects, Cuſtom has, however, 
rayghe us to brave theſe dangers. X 


| What would'ft thou ſay to has ge- 
acroſy ofa female who, unfortunately, b 


 haying had a tendon pierced by a fur- 
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and reputation that was, of courſe, the 
| conſequence of ſuch an accident? This 
heroiſm of a Frenchwoman deſerves to 
be made public in India; and ought 
to be handed down to the lateſt poſ- 
ery 


| We are at a loſs for the nimble fin- 
gem of Frenchmen, when directed hy 
genius, particularly in deſperate caſes, 

| where we have no other reſource, but 
| a refortto fatality : as if the Almighty 
depend upon his preſcience. A der- 
riſe of the chriſtian religion explained 
this grand myſtery to me, the other 
day, in as ſenſible a manner as it could 

D 3 be 


0 
be explained in a country where the 
deerbes of the eternal are ſeen only 
enigmaticalty — 


Tou are come to Paris, ſaid he, 
not becauſe God has pre-ordained it ſo, 

but becauſe he foreſaw that, under ſuch 
circumſtances, in ſuch a year, and on 
ſuch a'day, you would, of your own 
fret will, determine to appear in this 
© happens infallibly. The caſe appears 
to belike that of a perſon who tum- 
. you; for inſtance, had foreſeen. It is 
"not the glance of your eyes that over- 
* 0 throws 


| being ought to have prevented ſuch a 


(a5 
throws him, but his own imprudence. 
You will tell me that an all powerful 


misfortune : but if he has willed that 
his creatures ſhould be free, he muſt, 
of courſe, have left them their choice 
of good and evil, Otherwiſe, how 
| could they poſſeſs either merit or de- 
Is it for the creature to interrogate | 
his creator, or to demand an account 
of his actions? 1 


what was proper and >. 
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our: dactor, wiſely ::: otherwiſe God 
would not be-. God, for if we were 
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ror's reaſons were excellent, and thou 
wilt have found" them ſuch, becauſe 
Alcoran than to the goſpet of Jeſus. 
Never has our great prophet under- 
taken to overleap the barrier chat ſepa- 
rates us from the — 
ances in ſuch an emerprize. 4 


1 ” 44.9] 
Thou findeſt that Paris, all frivo- 
lous as ſhe is, poſſeſſerh men of ex"! 
| lighrened underſta ndings 8, and thut, 
norwichſtanding the irveligion which © 
we reproach her with, her inhabitants 
acknowledge the omnipotence of that 


Far 7 D; 


derings of a libertine ſpirit The wiſe 
man, whatever may be his age, will 

breathe nothing but the love of order, 
and the reſpect due to the ſupreme 


do the luſtre of thy virtues; and thou 
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72 | 
To Grazis. 


ff we may be permitted to judge of 

| them by the books they publiſh : which 
frivolous ſcenes of gallantry. Fodu- 
nately for them, however, they do not 
merely a debauch of the imagination, 
and not the dictates of the heart. He 
who gives a book to the public, thinks 
120 D 6 only 
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mmm in * 
fahion, and to lay under heavy con- F 
tributions thoſe very follies of the age 
which he profeſſes to ridicule, 1G 


I would have written a pious romance 


if L had lived in the ſixteench century, 


faid a young author to me, in the in- 
cerizy.of his heart, but in theſe days 1 

ouſly, 20 work upon a publication, re- 
bes 4 method, 


( 61 9 
method, and mixed wich he Benz 
eſprits, of hom, continued he, there 
is not one that would not change hs 
more to come in faſhion.” + | 


Thou wilt think it ſingular enough 
and furniture, ſhould be moulded to 
the cuſtom of the times. That is to 


we write them; and our honour ehanged 
ful as the moſt fleaing \colours An 
yet ĩt is juſt thus on the verge of the eur 
1800; an epocka, howevet, in whick - - 
dhe national ficklenefs of characberz 


CE 
and ftate viciffitudes of the French, | 
will be diſmiſſed, and entirely done 
away. © J 75 ng uu WV 


On the firſt day of this new century, | 
it will doubtleſs be pleaſant enough to | | 
ſee the whole world awakened, as it 
were, from a dream, and thinking in a 
—K_ | 
| -ple ſpoke of morality with faiafaBtion, | 
— through' fear of examining their own 
olf che yoke of hohour and of con- 


* 
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To GLaAzin. 


Hs i es 
the Turks, vigorouſly attacked by che 


Ruſſians and Auſtrians, are endeavous- 
ing wich all cheir might w raped haw: 


o be carried by aſſault, are defending 


beating 


peuy Arien, wich a desen , 
dermine them, and by degrees render 
them; defenceleſs. . And it may be de- 
they have been well adviſe. 


in 4 condition for carrying on the var 
with all poſſible ſucceſs : others ſay 
hrity, and that a ſingle blow would 
effe& their deftruftion. And, what is 
2 theſe vob men who 

nmr; ves el deck: in Conftan-' . 
lerne tinople. 


ee, char er Forther ſtint. ( 


. 


tba £557 93h vo bow apt 9917841 
Pruſſia begins to Took about het; and 
Poland can only complain, being ftill 

ind not able to reſiſt two mighty 
to depend upon a monarch who dreads © 
Ruffin; as if it wert a burning fur. 


N ' : ' "4 £ Mie! 


1 
in chis news, if we except that concern 
which 23 for the 

ae general 


„* 
general cauſe of humanity. Even wich 
the affiſtince of the chart that ſhews | 
che diviſions of Turkey, it would be | 
difficulc to draw her horoſcope. — | 


1 
„. and ofien cee. 
* ts of commerce, which a zeal 
for novelties generally turns into ready 
- money. Thou art too diſtant to pro- | 
cure theſe curioſities ; but, as the hap- 

upon them, they may be diſpenſed 
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amnch as there is not a ſingie man 


objedt, 


hich * tte bo 


What I am moſt concerned for in 
this war, is the fate of Poland, who, | 
intentions, finds herſelf unable to re- 


ner in which ſhe has been divided, has 
ſharpened the appetites of the Ruſſians 
and Auſtrians, to ſuch a degree, that 
they are about to ſtrip and plunder the 
Turks, as well as the Polanders. They 


IJ | 


( 68 ) 
have experienced the ſucceſs of one 
project, and hope to be equally pro- 


To dare is W to in- 
ſure the greateſt advantages. Temerity 


has made heroes, in all times, and in 
all climates ; for, valour is never more 
intrepid than when ſhe is void of re- 


LET: 


Dior me, at different times, in a greater 


( 6g ) 
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LETTER XIII. 


Sort ro Zaros. 5 e 


Fa. 


Irs; in vain chat Tipps Sed e 
| vours to make us happy. 1 ſhall never, 
Ny 1 


or leſſer degree, has ever been the 
ſtandard of my happineſs; and as I be- 
lere thee to be the tendereſt and moſt 
faichful of huſbands, I think of nothing 
but of thy perſon and thy virtues. The 

live- 


C3 © 

| hve-long day, 1 hear nothing but the 
cries of thy children, who call upon | 
thy name, and who languiſh to embrace 
thee. Juſt Heaven ! art thou ſo far 
removed from thy wretched family ? I 
loſe myſelf in the painful idea! May 
the winds that ſhall waft thee hither 
be ſwifter than lightning. If they were 
proud to affer thee their ſervices. Thy | 
tempeſts, which, at fight of thee, will 
they came: and the ocean, under thy 
celeſtial image. If the inhabitants of 
46 Paris 


Je 


(mm) 
would never ſuffer him to depart, and I 
ſhould be eternally a widow. If thou 
of my kiſſes on thy cheeks, although 
we are ſeparated by five thouſand cruel 
leagues. Adieu, —a thouſand times, 


4 


(7 ) 


LETTER XIV. 


To Grazir. 


THE Phyſicians at Paris, who are 
always habited in black, appear to be 
in mourning for the perſons whom they 
diſpatch to the infernal regions, and to 
the elyſian fields. It is the faſhion to 
rail againſt this fraternity when we are 
in health, and to ſummon them with 


_ poſed. Notwithſtanding ſuch railleries 


they 


#4 
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— are the leaſt unasd. It is enough, 


however, that they vifir the great: for 
on ſuch a recommendation every ws 
calls them in, though at the riſk of 
being Nain by their hands. This puts 
ine in mind of 2 little adventure, in 
which a phyſician was the principal 
Actor; and, as ir is tö the purpoſe, 1 

vill endeavour ts #elate wh coat cat - 
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free, and moſt agtecable Cure ar- 


Vol. I. E rives 


PA ( 74 ) 
tives at Lyons, with a deſign to 
cure herſelf « huſband, She => 
n 
— Wan 

nl 


2 ciou 
— — a 
feigns 


and 
ſends for him, in much apparent 


taſte. Her roſy checks had, well nigh, 


betrayed her: but, in order to deceive 
an belief that her diſorder. i 
is 


that the 
r 


ꝗ— Ihe 99; 


CW I 
tor begs to look at the ſear of the diſ- 
ſuch a requeſt; and that a confidence 8 
e ſuch a aarure ought not to be placed 
in any man, but a huſband. The next 
after that. At length the doctor de- 
clares, with a firm tone chat. he will 
viſit her no more, unleſs ſhe makes the 
exhibition he has demanded 


fir adventurer ſighs, and conſents : 
and the doctor, although weighed down 
0 = ogaiait 


CW 3 LL 
| agkinſt ſuch a tenipting'{peRtacte; Ele 
falls at the feet of the pretended fick 
perſon; and exclaims, Alas f you 
eaſe, but it is I alone who am, at this 
moment, attacked by a raging fever.” 
—In ſhort, he is fired wich love, and 
a marriage, a few days afterwards, is 
the conſequence. The bride, by cauf- 
ing her huſband: to dreſs to the beſt 
the old furniture is baniſhed: from the | 
| houſe ; a ſplendid dinner is, every day, 
ſerved up to a party of bons vivants: 
and when the doctor is lily informed = 
of a fingle officer, but of a whole regzi- 


10 1 


ment, he replies, © „ve bener par of 


pid virus by which Lhe bed 
iciently puniſhed : ſuffer me to finiſh 
agrecably the few days that remain, in 
un 


knew how to determine wiſely. 1 re- 


cpect che faculty, but I endeavour, as 


much as poſſible, to keep them at a 
diſtance. I am afraid even of the air 
that ſurrounds * which appears to 
. 


Am. 1 


ee. while others bold a on- 


wy trary 


« 769 
trary op. I liſten to all, e A 
trait none. A duchefs lately fell ou 
_ with her phyſician, becauſe he did not 
think her lap-dog worthy of the ho- 
nours of inoculation. Not long agg, 
1 overheard an old doctor giving the 
following advice to a young pradi- 
tioner': Let it be your maxim al- 
ways to pronounce your patient in the 
utmoſt danger : firft, becauſe, ſhould 
he happen to dic, you will have pro- 
much more credit, as you will be ſup- 
poſed to have ſnatched him from che 
very gates of death; and, laſtly, be- 

— "os 
3 I did 


„„ 
I did not loſe a ſyllable of this dif- 
tale is generally propagated. There 
i no project but what is here brought 
upon che carpet, no miniſter that is 
not pere diſplaced, no judgment, good 
or bad, that is not here formed upon 
authors and events, no news that is 
| What a number of curious diſſerta- 
tions, if we could either hear, or read 
them! The collections of a fingle day 
| would furniſh us with amuſement fors 


E 4 


Tance, 


71114 
91132 


: hoy avarice » with prodigality, mean- 

f eaeredey, eloquence with 
verboſity, opulence with miſery, arro- 
gance with modeſty, ſubtilty with can: 
 dour, folly with reaſon. How great 
| would be thy ſurprize if chou ſhouldit * 
findthyſelf ſuddenly tranſplanted among 
theſe wranglers ? Thou wouldſt con- | 
clude the whole to be a viſion : and, 
ben all comes to all, we do no more 
han dream Were we to eſtimate what 
in done and ſaid among men, we ſhould | 


. find chat thoſe things to which we give 
. che greneſt ; importance, are but ſplen- 
' Gid rifles ; and that, . illuſion for illu- 
tou, thoſe of the night, and of the 

I. day 


( & } 
ay. are atari he fene As dar laſt 
hour, ure 
93 1 cd 


wt 


Thou ern thee 2 
Naniſh dog: bin whar would: be the 
conſequence ? Thoſe animals generally 
die, among us, = violent death, un- 
leſs they be ſtolen ; and this diſturbs us 


| at 2 time when we have more reaſonable 


incitements to affliction. Wich reſped 
to myſelf, I ſeek no other amuſement 
but that of writing to thee, as often as 
poſſible. Where wilt thou be, and 
how employed, when this letter ſhall 


. rryver? 


E 5 My 


me = GLAZIR. 
[ ONCE imagined that there was but 
tictle energy among the Pariſians, on 
| account of the frivolities by which they 
ever, I find, have no effect upon their 
ſouls. Of this truth, I had, yeſterday, 
the cleareſt evidence. All the citizens 
of Paris abandoned themſelves to the 
higheſt degree of indignation, - in a 
manner indeed almoſt incredible, on 


SS -- account 


TT 
account of two great perſonages that 
had been diſmiſſed from their employ- 
| ments, and with whom there was every 
reaſon to be diſſatisfied. The populace 
made even coachmen deſcend from 
their carriages, to proſtrate themſelves 
before the ſtatue of Henry the Fourth, 
and to vent the moſt terrible execra- 
tions upon the miniſters in queſtion. 
ſe facts, which I ſhall ſoon be able 
ae more at large, are inſerted 
in all the gazettes. Never did Eag- - | 
land herſelf demonſtrate a greater po- 
tion of efferveſcence. While this fury | 
-quents,/ the return of a favourite mi- | 
: Bilter, whom the king had juſt recalled, 


e WO | Sb {or 


c & ) 


for che good of the nation, was cele 
brated by fire - works. 


The blood which thus catches fire in 
ſociety, and in favour of virtuous coun- 
is till ſome degree of virtue, there is 
ſome degree of honour upon the earth 
which convinces me, that both may be 
_ obſcured, but that they will never be 
entirely rooted up. Popular commo- 
tions are, nevertheleſs, to be feared, 
and ought to be repreſſed, but the mo- 
tives that occaſioned them, if they be 
good, ſhould not be condemned: The 
= 


+ +» mu 
is an affecting ing and intereſting ſpectacle: 
a ſpeftacle indeed that excites tears of 


This century has taken a leap be- 
yond all others. I do not like its pre- 
ſumptuouſneſs in endeavouring to mea- 
enchanted when I ſee it rifing above 
apprehenſion of danger. Every differ- 
ent age is marked by ſome fingularity. 
We ſhall ſee what will be the charac- 
texiſtic of that which is ſoon to arrive. 
I I embrace thee, in the effuſions of 
wy. heart, as one who doubles my plea- 
ſures, and my being, 


Gren to Zaren. 


Tou n ms nothing of the | 
manner in which we are ſpoken of at 
Paris. Are we there reckoned of any 
— and perhaps we 
wers. The preſence of our anbat, | 
Fan u. we n er 
| immor F 


Hyder- Ali, e id 
> nc hich has been publl 
* — —— 3 
| 8 . I am 
_ excels 8 y, and 1 [Ez 
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her diſpiale ; Are 2 
are ignor ; for, as to the latte oy 
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that he knew — 3 
| . to be gracious and 
Bas been ae after the | S AT 
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dread ally 


Fas 
4 they ought to recolle& that thoſe very 
ſeas have, a thouſand times, been bur- 
dened with ſhips, that brought us the 
faſhions and merchandizes of France. 
They ſhould th retnember that their 
. bond Fw — rend - 
ſhip. India was formerly a country 
unknown to France ; but commerce 
bas broken down thoſe barriers tha 
appeared to be immoveable and ever- 
laſting. Weſee and ſpeak to each other, 
notwithſtanding the immenſe diſtance 
between Paris and Pondicherry, between 
Marſeilles and Goa. | May it pleaſe 


Heaven to bind {till cloter the union 
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was eftablifhed in 1601, by 


by a ſociety, 


rined in Brettany. At that time two 


8 in | order ts 
aa) * . 0 Pi 


greedily contending. It is well known 
that, ever ſince the year 1535, a {mall 


greateſt difficulty in the world to regain 
the ſhores of Europe. It is known alſo 


thut the word India is derived from the 
tiver” Indus, in Aſia: in ſhort, chat 
. 3 this 


the Engliſh, and the Hollanders, were 


that ' Genorville, who commanded it, 
Hope, by a violent tempeſt, and that, 


cm) 
this is the choſen land; particularly if 


attention be paid to the pure ſkies that 
which it is watered, to its comme 
bes ed th e a 
mother paine of riew, n 
ing: for if we judge merely from the 
extraordinary facts it contains, its hiſ- 
tory ſeems leis a faithful narrative than 
2 ramance. 


Lam good * that I cannot 


=_ © 


ſiaſm ; eſpectally when I recolle& that 


thou art ane of its brighteſt ornaments, 


. 
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turn. Thy preſence will revive our 
ecuntry, and cauſe thy friends to be 
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We ſhall lapguiſh here till thy re- 
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To Gratis. . 


tere 6] e SEM: van 

THERE are women in ms biry whe 
to be but thirty years of age when they 
are in fact fifty, and ladies of quality : 
of che world. Theſe laſt have the art 
of making us forget cheir age, ſo much 
are we intereſted by their cultiohted 


1 


are afraid to diſcharge their wit in the 
preſence of theſe ladies. But a perſon 
who is Killed in the faſhions of a court, 
who excel only.in phraſes. I am often 
than whom no people on earth can be 
myſelf in the centre of politeneſs and 
kberty. - "Young people, in my opi- 


. : 2 ; " 1 | * + 


= (6) 
___ bles and burleſque tragedies. With 


us, one is abſolutely at a loſs to know 
what is meant by a female courtier. It | 
belongs only to Europe to underſtand | 
and to train up petſons of the ſofter ſex 
for ſuch employments. 


— 
lating to India, are to no purpoſe. 
Even in Paris the news of Paris cannot 
eafily be garhered, and yet thou wiſfieſt 
me to be informed of all that paſſerk 
in our own country !' At Verfalls 
they fay nothing, yer ar Verkailles they | 
know every thing. It is well that thou 
ktioweft, as I have already inforttied 


thee, tac Paris is an afſeinblage of 


( 97. ) 
3 ho gp is 2 


| man ſay pretty loudly, © I promiſe my- 
ſelf much amuſement, for I am going 
to ſup at a houſe where they are all 
dealers in news; and I ſhall be ſtifled 
ties brought on the carpet, in this ſo- 
diety, he continued, but what are {aid 
to have been received at firft band. 

The prince, the ducheſs, the miniſter, 


are eternally the ſubjects of converſa- 
Vor. I. | _— tion.” 


„ 8 Ro 
uon. It is not afferted without rea. 
If we do not find her on one fide, we 
| meet her on the other, but ſo much 
| 


To Grazin. 


WHAT a delicious feſtival ! what a 


repaſt ! what a ſociety Such were 
the > dlamations of all who were pre- 
ſent. The female who preſided, al- 
though the wife of a lawyer, approved 
herſelf as amiable as a lady of quality. 
handſome without demanding applauſe, 


F2a Chance 


* 


( 100 ) 
Chance invited me to this afſembly, 
at a country manſion, inhabited by the 
graces, and of which fairies appear- 
ed to have been the architects. The 
amuſement was general :—nobody was 
- haughty, nobody reſerved. We all 
laughed in good earneſt, unlike per- 
ſons of high rank, who, in theſe dege- 
nerate times, have nothing but affect. 
ed ſmiles upon their countenances. 
Every one was witty, hecauſe no one 
pretended to be a wit. A numerous 
company joined us in the evening, of | 
which 1 was curious to know the hi- 
ſtory. I ventured therefore to put 
queſtion after queſtion to a clever per- 


ſonage who was ſeated by my fide. 
| My 


My quality as a ſtranger excuſed my 
| priſed nor offended at my curiokity. 


- « The perſon whom you ſee arrayed 


— * ** * ä ad 


Place of ſuch importance. Formerly 


| they did nothing; but, ſince the change 


2 


C07 


in black, ſaid he, is a ſenior controuler- 
general of finance, who has experi- 

enced the fortune of many of his fra- | 
ternity. He paſſed through the office , 8 
like a cloud, or racher like a 4 of "A. | 

lightning. for I avoid all refletions.,” 
You muſt know, he continued, that 
there is nothing more tickliſh than a 


people did very well in it, becauſe 


of adminiſtration, matters have daily 
F 2 


7 ( 08 ) | 
moment that there aroſe, among m, a 
repairer of our wrongs, a man, in ſhort, 
OY antes ws 
ful abilities. 


n. — 
who looks fo gay and good-humoured, 
he is what is vulgarly called a jolly 
Companion, who has expended one 
third of his fortune among actreſſes, 
another in travelling, and is finiſhing the 
laſt in the fabrication of Engliſh gar- 
dens. He is arrived almoſt at the laft 
guinea of an immenſe fortune; nor has 
he made the leaſt proviſion for the lat- 
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ter days of his life,-- 
| happen to die r ? 2690170872 
oC! 11 OAT 6 1D 29026 161691 
| And that lady, faid 1, whom I ſhould 
call grey-headed, did not common ci · 
at 


n 


7 


1 


wiſcof a financier, afterwards of a count, 


'( es ) 


the dregs of ſociety, cauſed her rela- 


tions to enter her chamber once a 


month by a private ſtair-caſe, unknown 
wo her huſband, when the ſaid to them, 


priſe you. As to myſelf, I will always 


but I will abandon you for ever, if you 
ſhould dare to diſcover my parentage, 
or accoſt me in broad day-light.” 


And 


Were my lord to fee you here, he 
would order you to be thrown out of 
the window, like a vile rabble as you 


own you in the dark and by twilight, 
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| And that ae, fo eee 


chin with ſuch complacence ? - 


„e ds is a eee 
ices, for bank notes. He is the ad- - 


mirer of that unweildy woman, you 


. fee by his ſide. There is a. pleaſant 
| hiſtory reſpecting him. It is ſaid 

" that a ſet of gamblers, wich whom be 
had loſt his all, made him intoxicated, 
wrapped him up in ſwaddling-clothes, 
and expoſed him at the gate of the 
Foundling Hoſpital, with a ticket faſ- 
tened to his neck, which announced 
to the public that he had never been 
nqrived.. It is added that one of the 
Ky fiſters 


„ 
. 
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eflace the remembrance of any event, 
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orphans, was preparing to have che 


him, by plain fireagth, when chance 


he came forth at the end of a few days 


which, in Paris, is a ſufficient time to 


whether tragic or comic. As to that 


whom you fee ſo well dreſſed, he 
is one of the recruits of an extrava- 


gant baroneſs who goes to Spa ever 1 


year, in ſearch of a cook, whom the 


generally 


ber of lights are diſtributed through 
the city, which ſeem to recal day- | 
light into the boſom of night. A pro- 
digious quantity of them are ſeen on 
boch fides of the Seine, which altoge- 
F6 ther 


metimes I wiſh it were in my power | 
to ſummon thee to this charmi 
"WY 
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LETTER XIX. 


To GLaziR. 


THE times which Boileau fo bit- 
terly complained of, when every vio- 
lence was committed on words, for he 
a alarming manner. I am forry 
to obſerve that the French language, 
which has been ſo much cheriſhed by | 
all rangers, is injured by the French 
* who alter the true ſignifi. 


1 


1 of words in ſearching for extre.. T 
1175 


Dt there is 
than all this: allude to charrades, | 
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are-afraid to ſpeak it, leſt they hold 


| fumble upon equivoques. 


rally take refuge in ſuch fooleries when 


_ quence has been put tothe torture, by" 


Men who would paſs for wits gene- 


the efforts that have been uſed, to' 
make ſuch jargon intelligible. They 
torment words in order to make them 


ſay every 'thing chat def 40 wi 


8 f #3 us 1 2% 1 . 
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eee 
with reſpect to faſhions, as well as 80! 
| focieries. The mind turns and turns 
agen, in « thouſand different ways 7 


( 
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but 

—— follies, 
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of 
comedy. 
capital 
* 
here 


ſhould be a tireſome monotony 
fenſe would inſupportable tt. 
| be 
. 
for travellers. 
== — 
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liſh Paris. It is a city that cannat be 
well 


1140 
and by the frequenting of its various 
higher claſs to the lower, ere we can 
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the midſt of our friends : for it is 4 
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bes, a ſort of paſtry that reſembles 


rapidiry. He invents a handſome ti- 


|| tle, he takes up his pen, which he 
ſuffers to gallop forward, as faſt as it is 
able, and he is himſelf aſtoniſhed to ſee 
| His work ſoexpeditiouſiy fini is 
u imout doubt appears to be ridi | 


l, produces a new book. This 


£< ns ) 

but authors pretend that, in works of 
imagination, the firſt hit is often worth | 
more than the moſt far fetched ideas. 
I is a fire, kindled and extinguiſhed 
in the ſame moment, without being 
 Gulſered to languiſh, and grow dull, | 
Every hour of the day, autumn e- 
cepted, when the country is molt fre. | 


>. fable There are perſons who 


was publiſhed yeſterday, ſaid a faſhion- 
| "able womanto the wife of a bookleller, 
end it is a mark of your impertinence | 


( 7 ) 
Know that I yeſterday diſcharged one 
dbl my ſervants, and one of my ſpaniels, 
| becauſe they began to grow old.” This | 
elegant lady had ſeen at leaſt five and 
forty years, -but ſhe attempted to hide 
them under a ſuperb veil, and affe&tcd 
an infantine tone of voice, as another 
teſtimony of her youth. The greater 
_ mually regenerated, and which are no- 
aiouſly diſguiſed, periſh in a moment. 
They are no more aſked ſor, no more 
the caſe, they are ſuſtained by acute 


* 


This laſt is a place where che Pa- 
their cards of invaation, their addreſſes. 
They have an incredible vanity in gar- 
cas trifies. It would doubtleſs be dis 


firuk for us to uſe che fame means. im 
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To GLazir. 


I FEAR leſt my laſt ſhould have given 
thee too diſadvantageous an idea of the 
employment of thoſe talents that are 
eminent in Paris. I have told 


( 122 ) 

French genius is like fire, that eſcapes 
in ſparks, in tranſitory flaſhes, and in 
majeſtic flames. Here it ſparkles, there 
it warms :—ſometimes it is agreeable, 
ſometimes uſeful. All ſciences and all 
ſubʒects have been treated with ſucceſs, 
bythe French. If, my dearfriend, wehad 
but the thouſandth part of their works, 
we might compare ourſelves with the 
moſt civilized nations. Ah! why are 
we not Europeans? In our climate, 
in our ſoil, in our warriors, we have 
enough to ſupport the greateſt names, 
and the moſt ſplendid glory; but here, 
ir may be Laid, ven „ 
wage 


( 123 ) | 
freſt. Ar preſent the librarian who 
has delivered it to me, knows not how 
to fix its price. The king's library is 
full of ſuch works, but they are care- 
fully guarded. As cheſe writings are 
liable to periſh by worms' or by fire, | 
. 
(acl 9 sch. 


1 was ldly inviced- ©o © beldilighs- 
ing, and curioſity led me to a ſpecta- 
de from which my heart revoked. 
Even brotzs ought not @ be "wml 
with cruelty. 
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talkeſt of its charms, of its extent, of 
of its invirons, of its lettered men and 
unlaltered men, and, in the mean time, 
thou relleſt me nothing with regard to 
Its trade. The commetce of a metro- 
polis like this muſt neceſſarily be f plen- 
did and extenſive. 


Sal won 8 4 


0 127 
Although it is not a ſea · port, like 


| * | 
| | | : by that 
I ha 5 | | x 
| | | | ns 
. 1s 


piled. up, and hidden, behind, 
eriple | 


locks, o- 
prog and tw fold doors of iron. 
pry on F goc * | and 
n now de ue e open 
able to make 

a bener uſe 
= of their 


G4 Knowing 


| Ern only. excepted, 
chey will fignalize themſctves in tha 


of a Freachman is a treaſure, of which 
bis king has certainly a right to pat 
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* 8 
formerly deſerving of our viſits, when 
they poſſeſſed all the ſecrets of nature; 
but, at preſent, they are a tribe of va- 
to knowledge. It is in vain that we 


114013 Yi 


us deſcriptions of Egypt, maintain (%o 
many different opinions. 11 is a coun- 
try whoſe picture may be eaſily drawn: a 
and a country that may be compared 
vith Greece which is now but the ſha- 


dow of itſelf. Why does not France, 
fitive, the is fo well qualified to teach 
wor 1 "NP Lihe Ga _ of Egypt? 
| This would be highly practicable were 
mag the Turks. While her poſfef 


ſions 
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the emperor of the Francs could have 
it proclaimed, by ſound of trumpet, 


ferable and infignificant Khan of Ter- 
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4 A PariGan belle, 
adorned with all the graces, and all the 


eln ende of che mode, walking on the 
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Amal teturn wich the — 
— eldets,1wbo, maintain that we.can die 
nne, ſa twell ras in; the country 
hene were horn. ; Baubtleſs I ſhalk 
n inftruſt- 
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ew => 
are confiancl — a, and by tis! 
ac 
appears, beſides, from our confticatititt; 
which conducts us from infancy to 
youth, from manhood to decrepitade, 
from dearh to a new life, chat we exiſt 
only to be changed. Yer our pretend: 
ed ſages wiſh us to live in a continua 
monotony. They have divided time 
| according to their falebes, and becauſe 
they have faid, << You ſhall dine aria 
certain hour; you ſhall leep-at fuck a 
moment,” they have perſuatled thems.! 


ſelves chat ſuck is the pirir-of order ts 
a. i we could not be diſonderty in Spice." . 


— Order chr 
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or reſt. 
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of ourſelves. A life of flavery is fit 


I have been hurried away by mo- 
rality, notwithſtanding i my natural 
gaiety, which I ſhall always eſteem, 


becagls.my gaiety has ever been rea- 


ſonable. ! But it will be much more ſo 
in che moment that ſhall bring thee to 


wy preſence. Then will my ſoul ap- 


” 4 3 0 pear 


— 


0 n8s .) 
pear to expand like the heavens; 
and my heart, like a fiery furnace, 
affeft thee with the moſt lively ar- 
dour, and prove that I love thee ac- 
cording to the truth and ſpirit of our 
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gives birth to a new 

cap, or phame. of feathers, and 

| become ahdgnher ſo defirable, tht 
they ace purchaſed at any rice, 
ache world is in ſearch of them, even 


( 139 ) 885 
printer, the bookſeller, and the paper- 
merchint are not, of themſelves, ſuſſ- 
cient to carry it on. Dear tir, ill 
you print my book ꝰ Dear tr, 1 fuk 

— boot fellorwaks. 
. Svthors from morning. tonight — 
i is net a Hule excraordibary that c 
__ fold ar the mel e. 
— 1 bed gn 
whilper, that, It is ſo extremeij lever 
urn 2 1 
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he demanded : that is to ſay, a 


W- 


as 


Cw? 
try. Scorcaly — 
were they returned, exch to his own 
fond for this precious book poſſeſſed 
n original bur its title, the ref 
| hae mi pr te 
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| ( #2 ) 
norance that reigned in Europe; for 


ſeveral ages after chat of Auguſtus, ve 
are authoriſed in making theſe pre- 


— 


Nothing is met with in the ſtreets of 


ribhands; and this ſpecies of commerce 
is wonderfully promoted by foreigners, 


Wer the known world. Peaſants, fa 
vourites, ſlaves, all are eager to be 
arrayed in the faſhions of the French 
metropolis. Even a fan, a lace that 
comes from this city, is regarded as a 


French modes are eſtabliſhed even on 


| cauſed it to be inſerted in her will, that 


'( wy ) 


relic. I regret a thouſand times in a 


day that thou art not placed by my 
fide, — 4 
3 come, and I think 
we are not far removed from ſuch a 
period, when the ladics will defire to 
be buried in head-dreffes of the new- 
eſt faſhion. What do 1 * 
* 


need who lately died ar Paris, 


it was her wiſh to he buried in all the 
faſhionable ornaments of the moſt recent 
taſte. But a faſhion, entirely new, hap- 
pening to make its appearance within 


| denpefilinetrentis coutd.ne: bobs, 

filled unleſs ſhe were enveloped in or- 
ments of the lateſt date; and that a 
unn wed, ber enpack 
defire ought to be complied with, in 
1 
humour, eſpecially as the expence muſt 
nes double. The prieſts were 
kept in waiting, the coffin was arreſt- 


n 
| 4a - dell, 


N 0 by 


. 
ed, and every thing remained in ſuſ- 
chat, as the dreſs had noi boen ordered 
for the moment of death, but for that 


of burial, the corps, previous to its 


interment, ſhould be decked in the 
moſt modern embelliſhments. As a 
faſhions changing here from hour to 
hour the ceremony was haſtened, and 


ſhe had ordered to be made. 


Alas ! have we not reaſon to con- 
clude chat the paſſion of vanity is the 
laſt paſſion of a fine lady ? 


= 


Vol. I. | =_ 5 Happy 


To GLaAzin. 


] HAVE been to ſee the houſe of a 
derviſe. As ſoon as I appeared at the 
door, an old man, venerably bearded, 
received me with a fimplicity that did 
fation, however, proved to me that 
he was not altogether ſo artleſs as his 
demeanour ſeemed to promiſe. I aſked 
him if the prieſthood had not abated 

_ H2 of 


WI 
of their formerardour; and he replied, 


Not enough to incur damnation, 
but ſufficiently ſo not to reſemble our 


holy founder. Believe me, he added, | 


when the bell of a monaſtery has ſound- 
ed during two hundred yeats, che 
monks muſt have neceſſarily relaxed 
from their original fervour, becauſe, 
in order to keep the human race within 
bounds, a change of religion is requi- 
fite, at leaſt, every fifty years.” 


I queſtioned him reſpecting the wil- 
dom of his ſuperiors. Of courſe, ſaid 
1, not any are elevated to that rank 
| but men of abilities. © You are mif- 
taken, he replied, -----Our derviſes do 
_ 


( 149 ) 


| | not make choice of a man of penetra- 


tion for their ſuperior. A derviſe of 
ſubordinate talents is indiſpenſably re- 
quiſite, to enſure our tranquillity. Dur- 
ing a ſhort interval we elected men of 
genius, but they were too fond of con- 
ceits, and airy notions; and in at- 
tempting to do right they were ſure to 
commit wrong. In our tranſaQtions 
with them we knew not what foot to 
put forward : 2222 

* the morning they at 
_ night. hs 8 
againſt ſuch inconſtancy, and ſince 
that time, our choice has fallen upon 
none but men of plain ſenſe: not un- 
frequently indeed we have elect- 


e 


nued I, do you build the revenue of 
your houſe ? 


| © Formerly, he replied, it depend- 
| ed upon charity; at preſent, a little 
induſtry is neceſſary. One of our fra- 
| ternity is the almoner of a prince, an- 
other the counſellor of ſome old du- 


1 cheſs ; but, what is worſt of all, we 


are obliged to tolerate the opinions of 
theſe gentry who believe that, with all 
effeminacy, and their luxury, they 


( 191 ) 
ſhall go to heaven. Were we to act 


diſpleaſure, and then, adieu to their 
protection! At; 


Vt is our buſineſs to pronounce dif- 
to compole them.” 


( 192 ) 
And your men of genius, ſaid I, & 
dad, what * 
in the mean while? 


How, he replied, with an balf angry 
countenance, our fathers that make 
ſulted on all occafions, and our fathers 

ties, are they not men of genius) But, 
to gain reputation, they ought to have 
twice the abilities of worldly men ; for 
peopte are obſtinate in believing them 
of ſounding a man's underſtandin g. 


they are attentive only to his dreſs; and 
when 


} 


Cc 153 ) 

| they are of opinion that he knows no- 
thing. Thus Plato, Diogenes, and 
Pythagoras, muſt have been all groſsly 


Our fathers, ſaid he, come to this 
place merely to keep themſelves from 
being ſtarved ; and were they not, from 
tine to time, invited to the tables of 
the opulent, by whom they are highly 

H 5 _ eſteemed, 


( 154 4 


eſteemed, they would forget the take 


of meat. 


I told him I had ſeen a ſecular prieſt 
the monaſtic order. Ah, the wretch! 
he exclaimed, this indifference is the 


ing to abſolve them :----in a word, we 
are 


C 5s ) 
are ſo complaiſant as to damn ourſelves, 
to ſave them from damnation.” 


of” 


8 


I was much diverted by this ſally, 

and, in that moment, wiſhed for thy 

company, with all the faculties of my 
ſoul. 


We parted good friends: Min Piet 
with my ſimplicity, and I with his 
politeneſs and good ſenſe. I promiſed 
therefore to call upon him at ſome fu- 
ture period.-----Adieu !--- 


( 156 ) 


LETTER XXIV. 


SR © 
_  reſpett to the king or the court, al- 
though I ought to have commenced 
"with theſe ſubjects. I wiſhed indeed 
. "firſt to hear the voice of the people, 
' which is always the moſt to be depend- 
ed upon · I have learnt from all quar- 
ters that the reigning monarch is ſo 
ſtrict an admirer of truth, that he might 
Vith propriety be ſurnamed Louis the 
VI Th True, 


C(C 0 7 

True, in the ſame manner as Louis XIII 
was honoured with the title of Faſt, 
and Louis XIV. with the appellation 
of Louis the Great. His manners are 
cent. He has neither miſtreſſes nor 
favourites; his perſonal honours and 
privileges are ſacrificed with alacrity 
Seen Y 
he is partial to men of probity, and if 

thoſe of a different deſcription are found 
near his perſon, it is becauſe he has. 
ke is but thirty-four years old; and he 
zs recogniſed throughout the world as 
the arbiter of ſovereigns, and the re- 


ſeveral 


( 158 ) 
ham with a file upon his face. No 
fooner was he mounted upon the throne 
than he expreſſed a wiſh to receive all 
the petitions and complaints of his ſub- 
jects; but his miniſters, always intereſt- 
ed in warding off the truth, difſuaded 
him from ſuch a laudable deſign. 


| ( 159 ) 
" Happineſs is ſeldom found under gild- 
ed roofs. In the drawing-room our 
{miles are borrowed, while our |; 


I ſhall ſay nothing of the magnifi- 
| cence that adorns the caſtle of Ver- 


to its ſuperb paintings. It has been 


and thickets, for the purpoſe of ank. 
ing « Grple plantation in the form ofa, 


When reflect upon the manner in 
which different courts have acquired 


their 


2333 


! 
25 


Mues « hassen fie. Every age 
has contributed to the magnificence of 
coutts. As a court is the ſource of the 
graces, and the focus of the paſſions, 
it is crowded with adventurers. Were 


it not for the inordinate love of riches, 
titles, and honours, it would be avoid- 
. bar, the” 
the purpoſe of favouring ambition, and 
flattering pride, it has been made a ter- 
reftrial paradiſe, which appears the | 
more natural as it too often nouriſhes 
the treacherous ſerpent, wal ws aches 


temprs us with the forbidden fruit. — 


Let 


„„ » 


Let us rejoice, my dear friend, "in 
finding ourſclves exempted from all 
in courts; and in having neither ſub. 
ect to govern nor favours toaſk. We 
| live under deſpotiſm, it is true, but in 
phantom exiſt ? Slavery is bewailed in 
every part of the world, becauſe all 


men are, in ſome degree, flaves. Aw | 


thority ſeldom gets a tumble; for if, 
by chance, a monarch be too weak to 
preſerve his privileges, they are quickly 
abamed by his infer Nothing i 
more tyrannical than the domination of 


experienced. Had not France, from 


<( 163 ) 
time to time, been ſubje& to ſuch ca- 
ſualties, ſhe would have been too happy 
governed her, by right of ſucceſſion, 


Europe. But there exiſts a ſupreme 
order which is unknown to us, except 
by its influence, and which has regu- 
lated the courſe of things in ſuch a way 
that a diſtribution of bleſſings and mi- 
fortunes, holds the ſtate in equilibria. 
Thus France which enjoys the greateſt 
advantages with regard to its ſoil, and 
the amiableneſs of its inhabitants, does 
not always poſſeſs an adminiſtration 
1 
monarch. Adieu! 


LET- 


would have become the ſovereigns of 


Alas, Iamalways i in expectation of re- 
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LETTER XXV. 


Nin Isa To Za ron. 


My days have been as 23 and 
my nights as the dark and terrible 


S haſt neglected to write. 


ceiving thy letters, and I am always 


deceived. ä 


1232 and the 
mighty waters, in hopes of meeting 
(thee on thy return, | Thy other wives, 

mare 


— 


( 6g ) 
more happy than myſelf, have gather- 
ed together a portion of thy ſoul, from 
the letters thou haſt tranſmitted to 
them; but I, as if I were numbered 
among the dead who are forgotten, 
have no conſolation but in the cruelleſt 
impatience and moſt dreadful deſpair. 
Thy proteſtations of love have followed 
the rapidity of the Northern blaſt; they 
are mingled with the duſttharthe wind 


my hoe wane incapable 4 
chat it would become as braſs, in onder 


| to correſpond with thine ! What 4 mi- 
enable 


( 166 ) 
ferable preſent from heaven is a ſoul of 


misforcuncs, I am acquainted with its 
perils.” Alas! we remain but a few 
enough to be, one day, ſeparated by 
irfelf? What do I ſay? Abſence is 
cauſe, if we love with facets, it 
exiſes us to live in continual diſquie- 
rude ! 


cee filence. I, by means of a ſpeak- | 


e 


|  viſtims to a contagious diſtemper ? 


0 167 ) 
could reach my ears But no! till I 
receive that token of life that is teci- 
procally given in our letters, I will 
uſte no enjoyment. 


Is it then my fault if thy two child- 
ren, the fruit of our love, have fallen 


The tenderneſs that thou hadſt for 
them ought naturally to devolve upon 
me: then ſhould I enjoy the heat of a 
triple attachment. But I have every 
| reaſon to fear that, in loſing thy child- 
mother. Ah! why am I not rather a 


(a) 
in expeRtation of every calamity, I lock 
for the vileſt treatment, nor ſhall I be 


nt enden Pecs aur - | 
Ad, why hath Nature treated our 

BD ſex ſo ſeverely as to make our very ex- 

mee depend upon the caprice of a 
huſband? Why didſt thou not tell 
me, on the very morning of our nup- | 
tials, that thy love was only a phantaly ß 
tranſient flame? I ſhould then have 
retained my heart, of which I was the 


( uy ) 

| love me eternally t Tes, I ſwear by 
the! Alcoran, che moſt thing | 
ficed to thy fury and die by thy hands, 
than ſuffer ſuch neglect. Notwith- 
ſtanding my wrath, I aſk not heaven 


to avenge my wrongs. I ſhall always 


cemember the caſe of thatunhappy wo- 
man, who invoked the celeſtial Being, 
againſt her huſband, and who ex- 
pired, ſeveral days afterwards, in the 
moſt horrible paroxiſms of madneſs. It 
is againſt myſelf that I implore the fury 
of heaven ; for, the ſhorter my life, 
the longer will be my felicity. I can 
no longer be happy on earth, my 
„„ | heart 


C "30 ) 
heart hath pronounced this ſentence, 


and every moment confirms it. I con- 
clude, bathing myſelf with tears, and 
calling upon heaven to deprive me of 
that ſhadow of exiſtence, which I now 
barely poſſeſs. £2 


LET- 
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LETTER XVII. 


To W 


SUPPOSE 1 were to tell thee, my 
deareſt Neriſa, that thy fury is the 


fury of a ſcold? How! without 


cauſe, without a ſhadow of reaſon, 
to abandon thyſelf to tranſports ſo 
nearly allied to madneſs! The reſpect 
that thou always profeſſedſt for the law 
of our great prophet might have ſtop- 
ped thy wanderings. The three letters 
that I have written to thee, and which 


I 2 thaw 


n 


( 72 ) 
thou haſt not received, muſt neceſſarily 


remain in the cuſtody of my principal 
ſlave. I give thee liberty to avenge 
thy wrongs on him who inflicted them; 
but thou oughteſt to have been well in- 
formed before thou hadſt ventured to 
treat thy hyſband with ſuch rigour and 
and injuſtice. In ſpite, however, of 
thy barbarous deſpair, I have obſerved 
that thy love is pure and undiſſembled. 
Alas, I never doubted thy fincerity, | 
and I ſhould condemn myſelf as the 
moſt unworthy of huſbands if, by a ſi- 
I had n excited thy frenzy. 
Let, therefore, thoſe furies that give 
me ſo much uneaſineſs be appeaſed at 
the 


( "73 ) Op 

the reception of this letter. How is 

my ſoul troubled when I think of the 

pangs thou wilt yet endure ere it reaches 

thy hands! It comes, however, by 

the ſhorteſt route, that is to ſay, by way 
of Alexandria. 


This paper, ininitely more happy 
than I, becauſe it will be in thy poſ- 
. ſeſſion, would impart wonderful things, 
if it could tell thee all that my heart 
experiences. With thy allurements | 
and virtues thou haſt nothing to fear 
from the negle& of a huſband! Ah, 


white, ſuch gloſſy hair, piercing eyes, 
and eyebrows exquiſitely arched? The 
I 3 VE gods 


where ſhould I find teeth ſo beautifully 


QC 174 ) 


the — 2 of "may 
1 ſhall ſee thee, 1 ſhall embrace 
thee, mingle my ſoul 93 and 
promiſe to love thee eternally, and even 
to madneſs. 
| 


GLAZ1R to ZATOR. 


WX. are aukwardly fituated with re- 
gard to cach other, and this aukward- 
neſs ariſes from the variation of our 
clocks. What art thou doing at this 
moment, while the/ſun is riſing here 
in all its ſplendour? It may be ſaid 
that, every night, he charges Aurora 
to announce his appearance, with great 
| pomp, as one on whom the ſeaſons, 

the plants, in ſhort, the whole uni- 
I 4 verſe 


Da 
* 


verſe is dependent. The news thou 


haſt ſent us from Paris has already be- 
come public, and has given double 
ſatisfaction to various families, becauſe 


it recalled the idea of thy amiable per- 


fon. Nor has it eſcaped Typoo Saib 
| himſelf, who, as I am told, wiſhes to 
read thy travels. Thou writeſt only 


ners, and thou doſt perfectly right. 
I was much afflicted yeſterday with an 


account of a countryman of ours, who 
went to France about eleven years ago, 


and was murdered for the ſake of his 
gold and diamonds. No people are 


more adroit than ſharpers. Their 
turns, ſhifts, and windings are ſo nu- 


merous, 


„ 
merous, that even thoſe that are robbed 
It is ſaid there are houſes where they 
ſerve regular apprenticeſhips to this 
pernicious trade. Our countryman in- 
deed was groſsly covetous; and a mi- 
ſer generally makes an unfortunate 
exit. The fins of a ſordid man muſt 
of courſe be augmented, the moment 
he goes to Paris, which is undoubtedly 
an expenſive and extravagant city. 
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LETTER XXX. 


To GLAzir. 


epocha. The entertainment was coſtly 
and magnificent, and, had it been 
embelliſhed with Afiatic luxury, it 


greater ſplendour. 


On the tenth day of Auguſt, 1788, 
about half paſt eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, 


„ WF 9 - 
Seesen, in the middle of an immente 


gallery, ornamented with carved work, 
looking-glaſſes, and paintings, amidft 
two-rows of beautiful women, and well 
dreſſed courtiers, appeared Mahomed. 
Burvifth, Achur Aly, and Mahomed 


Ottebn, marching with flow and folemn 


ſteps upon the richeſt carpets, and ad- 
vancing with dignity to the throne of 
the monarch, who darted glittering 
beams around him, and received addi- 
tional luſtre from the preſence of the 


queen and royal family. They bow- 


ed: the monarch did the ſame : they 
ſpoke:—he replied. The moſt profound 

filence and attentiye regards announced 
che importance of che interview, but 


= Eh the 


( 18% ) 
the ſpectacle was ſtill more gratifying to 


the imagination, which exhibited India 
and France uniting together by means 


of a treaty. 


The audience being finiſhed, the 
gardens were filled with all that was 
brilliant in Paris; and this gay pro- 
ceſſion aſſumed an air of feſtivity that 


reflected the greateſt luſtre upon our 
Indians. They were followed through 


the walks, and loaded with praiſes, 


inſomuch that they had great difficulty 


to keep themſelves free from pride. 
The name of Typoo Saib was frequently 
0 ioned, and thou wouldſt have 
beard the ſhouts that followed if their 


ſounds 


\ 
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ſounds could have vibrated acroſs the 
ocean. I was much delighted, I con- 
fels ; for, in ſpite of my philoſophy, I 
am not inſenſible to the praiſes that are 
laviſhed on my country. As to thoſe 
that are beſtowed on my perſon, they 
are, to me, totally indifferent. 


Our ambaſſadors quitted Yerſailles 
for the purpoſe of going to Trianon, a 
delicious ſpot, where the ſovereign 
ſpends ſeveral months 1n the year, aug- 
menting its advantages and allure- 
ments, by ſuch natural graces as at- 
tract all eyes. 


1 returned, | 


( 182 ) 

I returned, in the evening, to Paris, 
charmed with having ſeen the reſidence 
of the French king, which, if Heaven 
permit, I will cheriſh in my memory 


4 


even in my old days. 


( 183 ) 


LETTER XXXI. 


To GrAzZzIR. 


T was ſeated in a ſolitary thicket, 
when two ſtrangers, who were walk- 
ing at no great diſtance, began to 


diſpute with much warmth reſpecting 


the actual pre-eminence of the French 
or Italians, with regard to the fine 
arts. The Italian inſiſted that Italy 
was not at all degenerated from its for- 
mer ſplendour, being ſtill able to boaſt 
of great painters and ſtatuaries. The 
_ Frenchman 


* 
Frenchman ſupported a contrary opi- 
nion, and gave the preference to his 
celebrated artiſts of both profeſſions: 


quickly perceived, and appealed to me 
as the judge of their controverſy. 


Alas, faid I, how will you be 
able to depend upon the deciſion of a 
poor Indian, who can hardly liſp the 
language of artiſts, much leſs deter- 
mine their reſpective merits and taſte ? 
Indian! they both exclaimed, with 
ſurpriſe, —yours indeed is not a ſtudi- 
ous land, but it is a land of ima- 
gination; and doubtleſs an hiſtorian 

518 from 
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tom India, ſenſibly firuck with the 
| features of an European country, would 
| produce a wonderful hiſtoric picture. 
Their enthuſiaſm increaſed to ſuch a 
degree that they conjured me to im- 
print on the mind of ſome young In- 
dian, a taſte for the liberal arts, and 
f afterwards to perſuade Typoo Saib to 
ſend him over to Europe. * 


Their quarrel was, afterwards, warmly 
renewed, but they at length agreed 
| that Rome derived all her glory from 
| ce lang poſt: Ge Rn 
ways be a grand repoſitory to which 
artiſts would repair from all parts of 
the earth, to ſketch deligns and ſelect 
models ; 


N 
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moclels; but that ſhe, at preſent, po. 
ſelled neither a Raphae! nor a Michael 
Aeli. 


The Italian grew warm and animat- 


ed. He referred to the mauſoleum of 
a pope named Clement, which is faid 
to be a maſter-piece, freſh from the 
hands of a young Venetian. This mo- 
nument, ſaid he, which is preferable 
to all the ſtatues that have been ſculp- 
tured in Paris for theſe laſt fifteen years, 


is a ſufficient proof of the ſuperiority 


of our workmanſhip. 


— 


Such noble emulation pleaſed me in- 


finitely. I would give all the world to 


» M4 a 
2 


Who knows if India will not become, 


as to arts and talents ? Could it ever 
have been believed that Paris would 


( 187 ) 
ſee it prevalent in my own country. 


at ſome future day, a ſecond Europe, 


take place of Athens, and that in Ruſ- 
ſia, a celebrated city would be erected, 
in which the ſciences would fix their 
habitations ? But we ſhould ſwear to 


not thing 


If 1 have been dreaming all this 
while, I am fond of ſuch dreams. 


I reſign thy days into the hands of 
our great prophet, that they may be 
cloudleſs and undarkened by the exha- 


C WI 
lations of vice : and that thou mayeſt 
be able to ſay, after a long and happy | 


life, 1 have been a pattern of righte. 
ouſneſs, and have lived only to do 
good.” 


LET- 


Tneu wiſheſt me to determine thy 


(19) 


LETTER 008 
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To GLAz IR. 


doubts reſpecting Europe, and to tell 
thee, by way of abridgement, in what 


plight ſhe actually finds herſelf, under 


the different princes by whom ſhe is 
governed. She is a rich lady who is 
endued with wit, and gifted with every 
natural grace, but who often paints, 
and is too fond of appearing in public. 
Her right arm, the emblem of France, 


( 190 ) 
is equally handſome and robuſt ; but 
inſtead of being ſtrengthened by em- 
ployment, ir is kept delicately white, 
in order to appear the more alluring, 


The ſovereigns that maintain the 
luſtre of Europe are divided into em- 
perors, kings, doges, and ſtadtholhers. 
Each of theſe ſovereigns hath his in- 


The firſt is the king of France, who 
governs the fineſt country, as to fitua- 


tion, riches, and the manner in whick 
all parties are united. He enjoys an 


immenſe 


tereſts, his prejudices ; and if he had 
them not, his miniſters would have 


21 ” 
immenſe revenue, which, however, is 
frequently diminiſhed by male-admini- 
ſtrations. 


The emperor, king of Bohemia and 
Hungary, who is now at war with the 
Turks, which is the more wonderful, 
as he has but little money; and his 
troops, amounting nearly to three 
hundred thouſand men, muſt neceſſa- 
rily coſt him immenſe ſums. = 


The empreſs of Ruſſia, magnificent 
even in the moment of ſcarcity, en- 
deavouring to hold the ſovereignty of 
the Crimea, and exhauſting herfelf 
hourly, in hopes of Carrying on the 


( 92 ) 
war at the expence of the Otto- 


The ſultan, obliged to employ all 
his forces againſt two formidable ene- 
mies whom he fatigues and haraſſes 
with ſkirmiſhes, fearful leſt a pitched 
battle ſhould prove fatal to his cauſe. 


The king of Poland, who would have oo 
revived the ſtory of John Sobieſki, had 
he not forfeited the affections of his 
people by ſurrendering himſelf to 
Ruſſia, 5 


The king of Sweden, a prince as 
brave as he is ſkilful: the leader alſo 


of 


( 93 ) 
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The Spaniſh monarch, notori lr 
his good ſenſe; - -he governs wiſely, 
them with admirable reſolution after 
they are taken. 


The king of Naples, ready es Al. 
low the impulle of cole powers with 
which he is in alliance. i 


— = 


,/ 
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— regents 


The pope, whale dominions offer 
E 
vern them. 


| The king of Sardinia, whoſe wiſdom 
on one fide, and inacceſſible mountains 
on the other, are the ſupporters of 
grocure abundance, and to render the 
People happy. 


The 


CT 
The doges of Genoa and Venice, 
owe their exiſtence only to their fitua- 


| The king of England, who actual 

| finds fewer reſources in the treafures of 

| his ſubjefts than in their energy; but 
| who is afraid, at preſent, to engage in 
2 war with his neighbours, leſt he ſhould | 
fall a victim to his raſhneſs. 


The ſtadthold — 1. a aled 5 


thy car when I return ; but here we are 
accuſtomed to ſpeak boldly. French- - 
men, who are naturally great chat- 
tongues; and yet it is well known that 
he who ſpeaks moſt 
the government, would open a vein, 
on the ſpot, if his king had occaſion 
for his blood. It is this that makes the 


- 


To Grazin. 
THE ſocieties of Paris are diverſified 


riages to be driven like the wind, at 
the riſk of laming foot paſſengers, and 
killing their horſes, merely that they 
may relate, as a moſt important piece 
of news, that it has rained all day long, 

K 4 or 


tet ſome priſoner at liberty, or to ſave 
the life of ſome miſerable mortal. 1 


led quicker in Paris than thoſe who 
preſented at the houſe of a financier A 


was my name, and when I intended to 


131 
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tiles in, the moſt fovealy dreſs, far ; 
or a caper, declaring that he is a warm 
admirer of Engliſh cuſtoms. Were our 
| countrymen to viſit Paris for a hundred 
years ſucceſſively, I fear they would 
never be able to introduce the faſhions 
petits-maitres who are fond of appear- 
ing to be whimſical, and would rather 
It is with theſe as with a pretty woman 
with whom I lately entered into con- 
verſation, at a public aſſembiy. 1 
love my huſband, faid ſhe, merely be- 
cauſe I would be fingular. Were it 
1 
happily 


(w3) 
| her, 1 ſhould abſolutely 
hate him. I have no pleaſure but in 
being original, and this leflon I leurnt 
from my mother, who could not en- 


tion from common practice, and her 
will pere unigoe. I will de my- 
elf, faid ſhe, and not anne... 


The poſt is going, I have therefore 

only time to tell thee that Paris is; to 
of the great diſtance at which. it places 

us from each other. 


Ks 
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to my lips, and my heart leaped for 


I am happy to find that my flaves 
hearken to thy precepts as if they came 


a me 
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light in ſerving thee faithfully. The 
religion by which they are inſpired 
however, that is not admitted by many 
arrogant ſpirits that are found in Paris. 
They are defirous of being their on 
| —— and 
exiſted. In ſhort, my dear Solinia, 
they rob the fupreme Being of his e- 
nature is compoſed. 


TW?) 
adore not the eternal ; and that eternal 
Let my children, I con- 
happineſs of families, and the peace of 


* 


_ Be particularly attentive to the edu- 


her admirer, who is endued with good 
ſenſe, a quality far ſuperior to wit. 
He likewiſe poſſeſſes an excellent heart, 
which I eſteem beyond riches. He is 
aid to. be no talker—Alas ! fo much 


Mr. 


world has occaſion for activity. I hall 


( 207 ) 


4 the better ; his lips will be the ſeat of 


defire to be the companion of my u 


diſpenſably neceſſary to all who travel 


rally idle, and he who traverſes the 


reſerve my promiſed deſcription of the 


charms of Paris till my return. The 
French method of building and lodg- 
ing will appear ſo different from ours, 


that thou wilt ſuppoſe me to be juſt: 


we are to viſit after death. 
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wounded by thoſe females of = 
that I ſee in this c: 
Neriſa has written to me a moſt furious 
letter. May heaven forgive her ! 
for myſelf 1 can eaſily pardon a wife 
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teen, and his father, who had not ſeen = 


LETTER WMV. 


3 


To GTIAZIR. 


Iwas in the midft of a numero 
family when the ſon arrived from col- 
lege, here he had been confined from 
the age of five years. He was now fif- 


him fince he was a child, defired me, 
for a moment, to be his repreſentative. 
I performed my part with ſuch ſucceſs 
that the young ſcholar ſprang forward, 


his 


( 210 ) 
ed of the pleaſancry, and when the 


After ſuch an adventure I will not 
believe that children, ſo early removed 
from the paternal dwelling, can cnter- 
tain a proper aſſection for their parents. 
They contract a habit of neglect that 


AY 


1 Cin . 
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| heart revolt from ſuch » Sei 
cuſtom? To have children, and never 
to ſee them is the ſame thing as to have 
they begin to be women, and fathers 
ſend away their ſons becauſe, in their 
_ ——— 
GE ne 
pearance. This, however, is not the 
only inconvenience that reſults from ſo 


filly a practice. 


At the end of three years, the pre- 
ſumptive heir of a diſtinguiſhed family, 


— who. had been cxiled to the. cottage 
_ "_ 


back to his parents. He was cagerly 
careſſed, and it was found that his fea- 
tures bore a ſtriking reſemblance to 
thoſe of his father and mother. A 
hundred viſitors came every day to em- 


brace him, and to repeat this agreeable 


: 


till it was at length found out 
that the dear creature was a 


my late brother, 


( #13 ) 


— her lepdeg. wore. with 


ſtolen ; but the loſs of a child would 
be leſs diſtreſſing to her than the loſs of 


a piece of muſlin, or the privation of a 
new play. 


Children follow the footſteps of their 
parents.——Scarce are they arrived at 


their teens before they are defirous of 


becoming their own maſters, and of 


more agreeable, ſaid one of theſe 
young men, than to ſee one's whole 
kindred annihilated, and to have the 
pleaſure of ſaying, ** My late father, 
my late uncle, 

A 


( 214 ) 
my late fiſter, my late family.* Such 
are the diſpofitions we form when we 
ſee our children but once a year, and 
them. Every thing relative to educa - 
tion is carried to the extreme, in France. 

between the father and the ſon. Thy 
foul would fhrink back at the fight of 
fantly to renew his exiſtence in the 
hearts of his children, by an affiduity 
to fee them, to follow their wander- 
ings, to communicate to them his 


his viftucs—provided-that he has any, 
7" Oi for 


( 215 ) 
for this does not always follow. The 


paternal dwelling would then attra& 
imitation. Should it, however, con- 
tinue to reſemble the houſes I have 
| already ſeen, the greater part of which 
nicious publications, it will be impoſſi- 
ble to keep children at home, and at 
Here you moet with an unnatural mo- 
daughter; there a coquet that has le- 
gions of lovers; here a father who con- 
ſumes whole nights at the gaming ta- 
ble; there an atheiſt who blaſphemes 
of imitation I ſhudder a the idea! 
LET. 
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AG AN poſſeſſed with che 
evil ſpirit of book-gathering, for there 

are, in this country, men of letters who 

| buy books upon books, and who are 

regardleſs of price when they meet with 
with a work written in a language abſo- 


unt were to be found in Paris, but not 


.- — 


ſerving the book in his hand, exclaimed 


( ') 


of this new tongue. The book conſe- 


quently paſſes for a treaſure. It is 


guarded as a relic, and every ſtranger 


_ that arrives is invited to ſee the precious 


volume. While every body was at a 
loſs, and each reaſoned in his own way 


reſpecting ſuch a phenomenon, a farmer 


arrived from the inward receſſes of 
Britanny. He waited upon our ama- 
teur to ſettle ſome matters relative to 


I would never have believed that a 


gentleman, like your honour, could 
have found any amuſement in the read- 
ung of ſuch idle matter.“ What do 


Vor. I. "© you 


(-. 8988- } 
«Thar itis a book that contains nothing 
but filly and nonſenſical tales, written 


ls it poſſible? cried the ſcholar, ex- 


<< ] will convince you of my aſſertion 
in a moment, replied the countryman, 
by reading it from one end to the 


amuſement to the Pariſians, and it will 


( 29 ) 
ſerve to convince thee that men's ex- 
moſt ridiculous ſituations; and that 
enthuſiaſts are always diveſted of rea- 
fon. Blunders and frauds have been 
common to books ever ſince the inven- 
tion of printing. The moſt learned 
are deceived in this reſpe&, when they 
are not upon their guard. It is the 
ſame with pictures, which are ſold even 
to connoiſſeurs for originals, but are 
at length found to be only copies. How 
blind is enthuſiaſm 7 


A nobleman builds a library for the 
fame purpoſe as he builds a green- 
houſe, that is to ſay, he never enters its 


L 2 doors. 


doors. He ſends for a bookſeller and 


defires him to furniſh it with the neweſt 


I have not yet ſpoken to thee of 


tiniſm, and not love, attaches to a moſt 
_ dreadful profeſſion. They are nume- 


rous as the locuſts in our Indian fields, 


and, like them, feed upon every thing 
that they are able to devour. Inſtead 
of being confined to a particular quar- 
ter, as in Rome, Amſterdam, and 
many other places, they are ſuffered to 

range 


thoſe women of the town whom liber- 
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range at liberty : and ſo licentious is 
every paſſenger whom they meet. Their 


attempts, however, are not always 
crowned with ſucceſs. The man wich- 
pointed man, the man of auſtere man- 
ners, and the man of buſineſs, do not 


are more ready to beat than to follow 
joy is indeed repaid with intereſt. De- 


livered up to the deſpotiſm of the 


NM liſt to their . | but 


C ans J 
chem wich every indignity, in ſhort, 
the horrors of a hoſpital, they lead a 


well imagined. There is not one of 
ho would not quit her profeſſion if a 


Tueir unbridled licentiouſneſs would 
a& as an antidote to love, if paſſion 
with horror at ſuch licentiouſneſs, the 
victims of which are principally young 
men without experience, and aged fin- 

ners, 


"C7 © 
ners, whoſe ſyſtem is to die in the 
boſom of debauchery. 


Perhaps it would be no difficult mat- 
ter to recal theſe females to the paths 
of virtue, eſpecially if we were to treat 
them indulgently. Take the following 
as an inſtance :—— A ducheſs, coming 
out of church, attempted to convert 
one of theſe unhappy girls, by offering 
her ſome luſtral water, which the chriſ- 
tians call holy water. The interdicted 
ed, . Alas! madam, you do not know 
me.” —After a few words had paſſed, 


ſhe was deſired to repair to the hotel of 


L 4 
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interview. She became at length a 


-model of prudence, and it was found 


out that ſhe was a young lady of con- 


dition, che daughter of a captain in 
the army. An officer had run away 


years old, and having ſquandered all 
| his money had left her to take methods 
for her own ſafety; neceſſity became 
her tyrant, and ſhe lived in debauchery 
becauſe the could not live in any other 
way. The ducheſs, a few years after- 

jr 
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Wards, gave her a portion, and pro- 


cured her a huſband ; and I have been 
aſſured that ſhe is at this moment- a 
moſt excellent mother of a family; that 
ſhe loves her huſband, and educates 
her children in all the principles of re- 
ligion. 


There are houſes in Paris founded 
for theſe unhappy victims of liber- 
tiniſm, and they are by no means the 
worſt eſtabliſhments. Gentleneſs is 
always the moſt efficacious correc- 


tor, 


Thus I have told thee good things 
as well as bad; for both the one and 
L 5 the 
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LETTER XXXVIL 


GLAZIR to ZATOR. 


I RECEIVE my inſtructions from 
afar, and they are more dear to me 
when I recolle& that they have travel- 
led from Paris to the Indies. It hath 
been ſaid that I have not taken the 
ſhorteſt road, I have nevertheleſs choſen 
that which is moſt pleaſing to my heart, 
and moſt uſeful to my intellectual pow- 
ers. I ſhall have gone through a courſe 
L 6 of 


* 


( 228 ) 
of ſtudies in the capital of France, 


without ever having been within its 
walls. Iclaſs thy letters in a regular 
diſpoſition as I ought to receive them, 
not according to their arrival ; for the 
winds will not ſubject themſelves to 
chronological order. They often bring 
me old dates before new. I am over- 
whelmed with my wives as ſoon as 1 
receive thy epiſtles, and ſo eager are 
they to profit from thy pleaſing in- 
formation, that our correſpondence 
becomes general. The Indian is not 
born, any more than the Pariſian, to 
continue in a ſtate of ignorance. He 
has a right to gain advantage from uſe- 
ful diſcoveries as well as other nations, 
| : and 


( 229 ) 
and if he has ſo long continued a bar- 
barian, it is not his fault, but the 
fault of the fituation and climate in 
which he is placed. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXXVIlL 


To GLAZIR. 


AN agreeable circumſtance brought 
me into converſation with one of thoſe 
mendatory abbes, who often receive a 


hundred thouſand livres yearly, as a 
recompenſe for ſerving neither church 


nor ſtate. In a word, they may be 


| called honourable unſerviceables, except 


when they throw part of their fortunes 
into 


* ä r 
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into the boſom of an indigent family, 
which is ſeldom the caſe. 


The abbs of whom I am ſpeaking, 
although gaudy as the butterfly, freſh 


as ſpring, and light as a zephyr, had 
reſolution enough to ſtay with me two 


entire hours. Without doubt, he was 


pleaſed with the fingularity of a con- 
verſation with an Indian. 


e am, ſaid the abbe, with admirable 


candour, the cadet of an ancient fa- 


mily. Gifted neither with ſcience nor 
conduct, I am provided with a title, 
by which I am authoriſed to make my 


| heart merry, and to open my purſe 


( 232 ) 
freely. All this, however, does not 


keep me ignorant of the pernicious 


tendency of my profeſſion, nor does it 


at the end of every year, would give 
whoſe exiſtence is a thouſand times 
more neceſſary than mine. I laugh, for 


firſt order of the ſtate ; we, who, ac- 


ought to know no order but the order 
of humility ; we, to whom the ſupreme 


law-giver has formally declared that it 
ſhould not be with us as with the 
princes of nations ; that we ſhould go- 
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vern no one with inſolence; that we 
ſhould never afſume the title of maſter ; 
that we ſhould poſſeſs neither gold nor 
filver ; but that we ought to content 
_ ourſelves with a ſtaff in our hands, 
ritable.” | 


I, have accorded theſe prerogatives to 
the clergy, out of reſpect to religion. 


© Then, fir, their reſpect has been 
wrongly applied. Religion is never 
are as poor as the Meſſiah, who had 
not where to lay his head, as he him- 

ſelf 


FR 
falf informs us. Formerly they were 
not allowed to accept of honours, but 
were compelled pell to adhere litera ly to 


the title which is given to the pope, 


che only title indeed chat ſtrictly be- 
longs to him be ſervant of ſervants. 


ſplendid pomp, who ought to ſerve all 


the world ! I have viſited Italy, and 


have always been of opinion that 
ſtrangers who kiſs the toe of his holi- 
neſs, have a better claim to the appel- 
lation of ſervants of ſervants, than he 

5 3 


he arrives at Rome, to ſee that very 
manner, and in the boſom of the moſt. 
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who is attended by domeſtics of all de- 
nominations, habited in gold lace.” 


I could not refrain from hinting to 
the abbe that I ſhould not have ſu- 
ſpeted him of ſpeaking fo ſtrongly 
againſt the intereſts of the clergy. 


« Againſt their intereſts ? quite the 
contrary, he replied :—a regard for 
induced me to advance theſe opinions. 
The clergy will never be more for- 
midable or better reſpected than when 
they ſhall poſſeſs no patrimony bur that 
of the apoſtles, who lived upon cha- 


rity, and the labour of their hands = — 
than 
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than when they ſhall ceaſe to interfere 
from every afſembly where intereſt is, 
in the leaft, concerned.” 


If this be the caſe, ſaid I, you ought 
to quit your abbey, procure a linen 


Truly I ſhould do much better 
than at preſent, but, in the mean 
while, I preach the truth, and that is 
always ſomething. I have an uncle, 4 
biſhop, who is a good man, but who 
 aAbhors me when I ſupport my favourite 
| theſis. He imagines that temporal pe- 
 Ceffions are attached to religion, and 
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that it is his duty to permit his throat 
to be cut rather than ſuffer it to utter a 
contrary opinion. Yet Jeſus Chriſt 
has ſaid, If a man demands your 
coat, give him your cloak alſo.” 


At leaſt, ſaid I, you make a good 
uſe of your incame ? 


< Nothing very extracrdinary.—Al- 
though convinced that I am doing 
wrong, I permit myſelf to be led away; 
dered in all the elegance of the faſhion, 
my reaſons have more weight than if 
1 were meanly clothed. In the latter 


caſe it would be ſaid that I was an idiot 


( 238 ) 

«© What he ſays muſt certainly be true, 
ſince he is forced to make confeſſions 
ſo incompatible with his conduct.“ As 
to the reſt, here I am, and like the 


eſteem. From the anſwers I gave him, 
he obſerved that I had read other books 


I returned 


—— . i,! — "his 
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I returned to a company that I had 
left at the game of billiards. Each 


of which almoſt all preſent had been 


of theſe opinions alike. One demied 


what another affirmed. ——A man diſ- 


poſed to bet againſt thoſe who pretend 


win many wagers. Hence you may 
judge of the truth of hiſtory. Falſe- 
hood will always. be heaped upon falſe- 
hood, —except when I make a declara- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
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wt 


| To Grazin. 


I HAvEjut left a ſpectacle by which 
I have been ſo much aſſected that my 
yourſelf immenſe courts and halls, an 
innamenble crowd ef people of all 
and ſtamping of feet, ſhours of joy, 2 
flux and reflux of ſpectators preſſing 
and preſſed and in the midſt of all 
this tumult, formed by rapture and 

ſentiment, 


ed, while the noiſe of fifcs and drums, 
and the cries of © long live the fathers 
of their country,” reſounded through 
_ all che palace. The people ſhook 
hands and embraced, as if it had been 
at the concluſion of a civil war. 


It was indeed time that ſuch a cele- 
driven almoſt to madneſs by a total ceſ- 
{ation of juſtice for the laſt five months, 
were prepared for the commiſſion of 

Voi. I. M by 
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by placing their confidence in the 


bounry uf the king, who loves a good 
action from the bottom of his ſoul, and 
Were it poſſible, the miniſters of -a 
ſovoreign ought to deſcend from the 
- Des ; they would then be without fa- 
 mily, without intereſt, without paſſions, 
in a word without every thing that de- 
baſes men in place, and renders them 
the objects of public indignation. We 
this ſubject for theſe three months paſt, 


but as by good fortune I have never 


peruſed any of them, I cannot ſpeak 
as t0-their merits. Even gold is given 


- wr | 
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for ſtanzas, burleſque comedies, me- 
moirs, and ſongs, that are all forgot- 
ten in leſs than a month. Poeiry is more 


capable of admitting all poſſible forms 


ſubjects, than any other ſpecies of 
compoſition. When themes are given 
| out, poets and verſes ſpring up from 
duces an epigram, or a ſatire, which is 
rendered ſupportable only by being 
well timed. Thou findeſt that I talk 
to thee upon this ſubjeR as upon many 
ethers, merely from what I have heard. 
What am I but a poor wanderer, a 
ſavage, born at the diſtance of 6000 
leagues from this city? I am only the 
? M 2 echo 


0 24 ) 
| echo. of other men's opinions. Thus 
much, however, is is certain—there is 
not a young man in Paris who does not 
make verſes, and he would be unrea- 
ſonable indeed that ſhould expect ſuch 
rrifles to be equal with the works of a 
maſter. Befides, they are only intend- 
ed for the amuſement of a moment; 
and, like a noſegay that is given as a 
* preſent, they generally die with the 


day of feſtivity. 


We Indians ſhould find it difficult to 
invent theſe little nothings. Our lan- 
guage and climate are incompatible 
wich ſuch a ſpecies of writing. French 
poetry, ſaid an Italian to me, a few 
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a ago, is like thoſe little flower- 


borders that ſurround magnificent 


plantations. I wiſh nevertheleſs that 1 


were an adept in it then could 1 tell 


thee, with all the gaiery of a Pariſian, 
| how truly I am thy friend. 
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LETTER XI. 


To GLazin. 


formed by three hints juſt re- 
turned from London, that they had 
| viſited Cambridge and York, but had 
ſet fire to Oxford, —burſt into a vio- 
lent rage. © How, Oxford ! they cried, 
is chat once ſuperb univerſity no more 
than a heap of ruins? and have you 
* audacity to boaſt to us of your de- 
teſtable 


C 
teſtable exploit. Chooſe, inſtantly, 
ſwords or piſtols; for, by all that is 
ſacred, we will waſh the affront in 
your blood.” In vain they were told 
that the word briller which the French- 
men had made Ee Eg ina 
of its acceptations 10 conſume with fire, 
yet in the preſent inſtance, it meant 
ſimply not to enter @ ſown. Being en- 
tirely ignorant of ſuch language, cher 
drew their ſwords, and threw them- 
ſelves into an attitude Aan In 
- — FIR 
gan. fo thruſt wich the wimoſt vehe- | 
mence; and after a long ftruggle, | 
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Wen meaning of vt. 
word. 


man's days are ſo few chat, from his 
birth, he ought to underſtand all lan- 
Fusges by i rn EW 
this reſpect almoſt proves to me chat 
ve were not deſigned for travellers ; 


en if a man be villing to live 
_ happily, 


® 
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happily, he muſt continue fred $6 
myſelf, for mine is but a borrowed 
_ exiſtence. When I am in my naive 
country, I am almoſt enabled to call 
the ſky, the ſtars, the ſun, my own; 
on the contrary, in a ſtrange land, 
even the light by which I am directed, 
appears not to belong to me: hence 
ve give . 
hold gods 


The more I travel, the greater is my 
loye to my country. Oh what delight 
ſhall I rake in ſurveying the ſpot where 
2 pafſed my earlieſt days! Even in the 
tears that I ſhall ſhed over the tombs 

Si M 5 of 
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e my anceſtors, 1 thalt find a pleaſing 
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| now 1 am deprived of the happineſs of 
kiffing their aſhes, they appear to be 
annihilated. The trees, the rocks, 


the mountains, formerly the witnefles 


Lim 6nce more in the midſt of choſe 


 Go,—viſfit them in my behalf, 
and if all nature be endued with ſen- 


timent, as fome philoſophers have aſ- 
ſerted, they will be ſenſible of this 
K Adieu 
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GLazr | ro Zaren. 5 
s 74 


ONE. «f my wives luck lady; poo- 
duced me a daughter, beautiful as a 


fentiment, her breath the perfume of 
roſes. It. would be impoſſible for me 
to number the kiſſes that my mouth 
hath laviſhed upon her. Little being, 
nid I, in the tranſports of the moſt 
ardent love, preſſing ber at the, mes 

a 6 time 


Neem 4 wich. 8 to 
thy dee Wan thou no: live be- 
yond the age of a flower, or will thy 
career be as long as that of thy forefa- 
thers ? Wilt chou marry ,a buſband 
worthy to poſſeſs thee ?---In ſhort, wilt 
thou live in a ſtate of miſery, or 
rr 
happineſs ? Thou art come into a 
world that is ſown. with ſorrows, and 
inhabiceſt a body ſubje& to every mis- 
fortune! O tender object of my a- 
fecdions, mayeſt chou, every year, in- 
creaſe in ſtature, ſo ſhalt thou ſecure. 
my feliciy, and thy own perfection. 
My thy lutle hangs never be ſtretch- 


6 y 4 
ed forth, 1 to beamer beral 
man chy eye Nd ne. nere & be liked bu 
heart be deſirous of no wealth but that 
which paſſerh not away !---I mingle 
my exiſtence with thine. If thou liveſt: 
] ive; if thoudieſtIexpire. Alas !--- 


The mother of this charming infant 
has embraced and ſprinkled it with 
tears of tenderneſs and joy, for it is he 
firſt pledge of our love. If I could 
ſend it to thee in a letter, and have it 5 
returned by the ſame conveyance, and 
vere it poſſible for that letter to 44 
wich the ſwifinefs of a bird chat cuts 
the air with its wings, J would part 
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LETTER H. 


* 


TO Grazir. 


SALAMALEC to thy daughter, 


that new production of nature, who 
hath augmented the number of mortals, 
and is come to exiſt on this earth, 
under the care of an admirable Provi- 


dence that watcheth over all man- 


H the had been born at Paris, I could 
kave drawn her horoſcope. Notwith- 


ing 


Ln) 

ſtanding the variety of taſtes, charac- 
ben, Forwanes, and paſſions, by which 
have predicted chat ſhe would be fond 
of finexy, that ſhe would dreſs her hair 
in a fingular manner, that ſhe would 
ofien- viſt the Pelais-Rojal, that ſhe 


a church. | 


„An excellent woman, with whom I 
am abſolutely in love, although he 
has ſeen eighty years——for women, 
here, ngyer grow old——has beſtoued 


upon 


m. 7 


upon me many markes of her "friend: 
hip. We often comverſe together, pi 
having read a great deal and forgotten 
nothing. Behold; ſaid the, ſhewirig 
me her great grand-davghter, behold 
5 little wretch who would, one day, 
break the hearts of her parents if they 
follow her own inclinations, and there 
is no extravagance that ſhe will not 
| commit, in order to retain her place 
on the liſt of gallantry. They will de 
—————— — 
vben ſhe does a reaſonable act. 
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; I am 
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1 — amuſed by her flights, 

ſhe continued, but I take care to hold 
| firings:---were theſe to ramble for 2 


When I was a girl, I often received a. 
bex on che car becauſe my head and. 
ite te ofa Mandarin ae. 


10 fuck movement. She would fly, 


if it were poſſible to a promenade 
*. I will ſay no more. Virtue 
ence eſcaped is not cafily recovered. 
Pity it is that ſome neighbouring na- 
tion does not undertake the education 
of our children. But which of them is 

equal 


W — 
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equal to ſuch a tak? 1 know not. 
This, however, I know chat, in being 
nurſed half naked, according to the 
Engliſh faſhion, they are accuſtomed 
to immodeſty. Such an effect indeed 
we often commit wrong in 22 | 
to do — 


2 


r 
to evince their unanimity, and expreſs 
love. When will thy lips, more beav- 
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LETTER XL. 


PALMYRA, Nzn184, ARD Sorin 


ro ZaATOR. 


tiful chan coral, be rivetted to ours? 


When will thy mutual embraces fulfil 
ur defies ? | | 


1. 


nnn. 


palm- tree. The birds chat ſat upon its 
branches 
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branches mixed their ſongs with ours, 
and its pleaſant liquor moiſtened our 
lips with its vivifying flavour. No— 


the wine that is drunk by the chriſtians 
drank together. Tears of joy were 
| mingled with it, and we fipped don 
felicity by turns. Thou wouldſt have 
been aſtoniſhed at our ſilence, which 
was interrupted only when we talked a7 


Sat IS. 


(* 
Kru us in their method of walking, 
by love, or caprice ? Do they adore 
| their huſbands? Are they adored in 
return? It is ſaid that they are not, 
like us, held in captivity; that they 
are fuffered to range at pleaſure. At 
leaſt this is the account chat is given 
in an old book which hath been tranſ- 
lated into Arabic, and which treats of 
as handſome as we? Do they bathe 
thou find time to anſwer them ? thou 
Is | walkeſt 


Ah ! that this letter could be put 
ries the meſſages of heaven It is a 
teſtimony of our ſidelity. Adieu. 
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